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THE CONTESTED WEST--1865-1900
The publication on November 18, 1865 of Mark Twain’s short story “The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County” represented a new direction for the country since it was set in a California mining camp and used folk tales and language in a unique presentation. The westward movement had been delayed  by the war but now the country was being, as W.E.B. DuBois stated in Black Reconstruction, reconstructed in may different ways
The big questions are: 
· Whose land it is and how will it be used? (cf. zoning issues today)—assimilation, co-operation and intermingling, removal and resistance—also a question of historiography because the history of the west was, until recently, written by “the winners”—the expansion always had, thanks to Frederick Jackson Turner, a special place in US History, although revised by Turner’s student, Thomas Perkins Abernethy and by fiction writers like Mark Twain and Jack London
· What kind of labor system—how would people support themselves if small/yeoman farms were destroyed by the large agricultural operations? What would happen to “American exceptionalism” is the yeomen were overwhelmed?
· How would 4 million freed slaves earn their livings?

· What to do with the “excess” labor temporarily needed to build the system (like the railroads) but not to maintain it? So long as the economy expanded, the workers could be absorbed but the regular “panics” made immigration—then as now—a controversial topic, splitting the country

· How is westward expansion part of “reconstruction”--that is, the whole country is being reshaped?

The West had a mythical quality: Americans were always looking for the “city on the hill,” a moral and purified culture, because one dimension of being an American is that you are participating in a social and moral experiment—the West became yet another opportunity for greed and speculation, as Twain showed in Roughing It—the whole “noble savage” theory, which began in England in the 1680s and is often mistakenly attributed to the French philosophe Jean-Jacques Rousseau,  was that men are inherently good but civilization corrupted people--the myth of the West was that people were, and could be, different and better because they were away from civilization—in fact, civilization travelled and corrupted the “pure” inhabitants of the area, the Native Americans—in a “state of nature,” humans are inherently good—American history always has a moral quality to it
American exceptionalism—following up the idea that America was founded with “promise” and not out of self-interest and greed like the European countries—the expansion of the west is a challenge to this theory because every advance involved displacing, in a kind of genocide, the original inhabitants
In August, 2010, “At each stop, Mr. [Mario] Rubio speaks of the urgency to restore “American exceptionalism,” which he says is slipping away under Democratic control. He said that the private sector had been stymied by uncertainty under the Obama administration and that the health care law should be repealed.” (New York Times. August 23, 2010)
The United States: a work in progress

Social structure: equality or class divisions, industrial or rural
· Small farmers

· Workers and bosses: 
a. Factories, 
b. railroads, 


c. cattle ranches and 


d. plantations

· Independent small businessmen

Imperialism and colonialism: within and without the borders of the US—conquest, displacement and rule—Manifest Destiny—a whole process in the world, raising the question of Guns, Germs and Steel: why did some countries acquire power over others—capitalists in the US begin to think global—while other major countries were creating empires, US was expanding within its own geographic area—a different kind of Empire” and “conquest”
Technology and capital—independent operators (farmers, ranchers, miners, timber men) became wage workers and the west is transformed from The Promised Land to another factory town—downward social mobility
The global economy: agriculture and ranching produce is sold to Europe, like England and Germany, leaving them vulnerable to global economic depressions or surges—development of a national transportation system, the railroads, with an “industrial policy”—that is, the governments, both federal, state and territorial, supported the expansion of the railroads by financial subsidies and land transfers as a matter of policy--
Homesteaders v speculators

Native Americans were almost like another “country” to be conquered so not only was land taken but the cultural stereotypes to justify it, just as in Reconstruction, developed and persisted for another 100 years or so (really a creation of movies)—remains in the notion that “Columbus discovered America”--also a cultural conflict because the Native Americans had communal societies which were diametrically opposite from the obsession with private property and conquest. As Sitting Bull stated: 

”The life of white men is slavery. They are prisoners in towns or farms.” 
“I have seen nothing that the white man has, houses or railways or clothing or food that is as good as the right to move in open country, and live in our own fashion.”
As a result, the displacement of the Native Americans was as much about taking their social structure and their culture as by taking their land—in an odd way, the communal nature/shared ownership of the Native Americans seemed to echo the industrial workers’ movement for socialism

Many Army men made careers after the Civil War by attacking the Native Americans, or many lasted until the Spanish-American War—career soldiers 

The Question of Land: ownership and use lead to conflict when one group wants land that is already occupied by another group---also 

· the issue of unlimited commercial development or
· commercial development restricted by, or supported by, government

The Native Americans had no vocabulary for “private property,” and were still in the hunter/gatherer stage of evolution so land could be used for

1. Free range for Native Americans

2. Homesteading—family farms, often subsistence
3. Railroads and speculators

4. Mining and timber—exploit natural resources

5. Cattle ranching

6. Large scale commercial agriculture—wheat, cotton, tobacco

7. 40 acres and a mule

8. Sheer enjoyment, though John Muir and the environmental movement did not start until 1890, when Yosemite was made into a national park—Muir first went to Yosemite in 1868 and raised the issue of public ownership of land—the issue continues today over whether commercial use, like oil drilling, should be permitted
In each situation, the issues are:

1. Ownership and control

2. Workforce

3. Need for investment

4. Government policies
The period between 1877 and 1900 was characterized by physical movements: westward movements and by urbanization—“The United States, it has been said, was born in the country and moved to the city”—and by enormous immigration coming to both coasts
Also introduces the word “monopoly” into the American vocabulary and an interlocking ruling class--industrial, agricultural, financial and political—emerges, symbolized by Grant’s cabinet
The West as Myth—print the legend

The American Civil War was followed by a boom in railroad construction. Thirty-five thousand miles of new track was laid across the country between 1866 and 1873. Much of the craze in railroad investment was driven by government land grants and subsidies to the railroads. At that time, the railroad industry was the nation's largest employer outside of agriculture, and it involved large amounts of money and risk. A large infusion of cash from speculators caused abnormal growth in the industry as well as overbuilding of docks, factories and ancillary facilities. At the same time, too much capital was involved in projects offering no immediate or early returns and was a fundamental cause of The Panic of 1873.


The Homestead Act (1862)-- one of three United States federal laws that gave an applicant freehold title to up to 160 acres (65 hectares or one-fourth section) of undeveloped federal land west of the Mississippi River. The law required three steps: file an application, improve the land, and file for deed of title. Anyone who had never taken up arms against the U.S. government, including freed slaves, could file an application and evidence of improvements to a federal land area. The occupant also had to be 21 or older and had to live on the land for five years.


The act was signed by President Lincoln on May 20, 1862, after Confederate "Stonewall" Jackson, commanding forces in the Shenandoah Valley, attacked Union forces in late March, forcing them to retreat across the Potomac. As a result, Union troops were rushed to protect Washington, D.C. and the victory of the North was very much in doubt.

The Morrill Act (1862)—also known as The Land-Grant College Act which gave each state 30,000 acres for each senator and Representative (based on 1860 census) which could be sold to create an endowment—wasn’t this land already “owned” by Native Americans?—agriculture, home economics and mechanical arts-- Land grant universities for technical and research help

By the 1870s, most of the good land had been taken—eventually farmers had to buy land from the railroads or from speculators—settlers pushed into Nebraska, eastern Colorado and western Kansas which had substantially less rainfall—Oklahoma Territory was opened in 1889 to the “Sooners” (as in “I got there sooner” and claimed some land—see Far and Away for the movie depiction)
Frederick Jackson Turner (1861-1932)--Turner is remembered for his "Frontier Thesis", which he first published July 12, 1893, in a paper read in Chicago to the American Historical  Association during The Chicago World's Fair which was held to commemorate the 400th anniversary of Columbus’ voyage to the New World, but held in the midst of the Panic of 1893, when the country was suffering a major depression—in 1890, the U.S. Census Bureau had announced the disappearance of a frontier line so Turner took this "closing of the frontier" as an opportunity to reflect upon the influence it had exercised—some historian accuse Turner of “borrowing” from Henry George’s book, Social Problems (1883), where George stated: “All that we are proud of in national life and national character comes primarily from our background of unused land."
Turner’s thesis, a huge vision, is

· Historical theory—why did events happen the way they did

· Historiography—how do different historians interpret the same period, if not the same set of facts?

· Is it “historical” to look at “national character, ”or to assume that all Americans shared the same personality?

· Is his thesis supported by historical facts? One professor, cited below, claims that Turner omitted important facts, like group migrations and government subsidies 
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 "The existence of an area of free land, its continuous recession, and the advance of American settlement westward explain American development." In his talk, Turner stated that the spirit and success of the United States is directly tied to the country's westward expansion. According to Turner, the forging of the unique and rugged American identity occurred at the juncture between the civilization of settlement and the savagery of wilderness. [Think of “frontier” literature: Mohicans, Moby-Dick, Huckleberry, Absalom, like Gunga Din]—Previous historians had believed in the Atlantic Coast, especially New England, as “the true bearer of American culture”—part of the change was obvious: Turner was born in Wisconsin and went to college there, although he got his PhD at Johns Hopkins, at the same time Richard Ely, who also later went to Wisconsin, was a department chair, and John Commons was one of Ely’s students--The movement to the frontier produced a new type of citizen - one with the power to tame the wild and one upon whom the wild had conferred strength and individuality—also raised the issue of how the “opposition” reacted: antagonism or assimilation--also proposed the “escape valve” theory—a Social Darwinist because the expansion was directly the result of the destruction of Native American civilizations—one concern was that the frontier was now “closed”-- "And now, four centuries from the discovery of America, at the end of a hundred years of life under the Constitution, the frontier has gone, and with its going has closed the first period of American history."—“The true point of view in the history of this nation is not the Atlantic coast, it is the Great West—described “mixing and amalgamation” 
The frontier held back social change because it “drained off discontent”—the further the frontier expanded from “civilization,” the more the institutions changed although there was always an impulse to “get civilized,” that is, to resemble the established communities back East—
One of Turner’s students at Harvard was FDR

For both industries, the railroads were crucial—Promontory Point (1869)—development of steel rails—huge transient immigrant work forces—

Elizabeth Furniss. Imagining the Frontier. “Turner’s frontier thesis, in this respect, had two functions. First, it served as a legitimisation and celebration of the processes of American colonisation and the dispossession of the lands of indigenous peoples. In Turner’s account, indigenous peoples and their ownership to traditional territories were erased through the image of the ‘free land with abundant resources’ and the image of indigenous savagery, an image that only justified the purportedly retributive acts of settler violence, settlers having inevitably ‘become like Indians’ under the force of the frontier. Second and more significantly, Turner’s frontier thesis, having established the legitimacy of settlement and dispossession, then idealised the agrarian past while crystallizing growing public concerns about the future of the nation. It served as a populist critique of the developing social and political inequalities in American society, inequalities that many believed threatened the very values and ideals that the frontier represented.”
Interesting critique of Turner’s Frontier thesis by Professor Elaine Lewinnek at California State University, Fullerton--http://amst101.blogspot.com/2010/05/2a-turners-frontier-thesis.html 

This is a period when immigration into the US was a political controversy

“INDIAN REMOVAL”--The Native Americans
· EXTERMINATION

· RESISTANCE
· ACCOMODATION, ASSIMILATION and RESERVATION
Again the question of “inherent inferiority”—the Great Plains War continued the policies begun under Andrew Jackson—the creation of the “reservation” structure which attacked the Native Americans culturally, as well as economically: culture shock and assimilation—“only good Indian is a dead Indian,” or an “educated” one—the whole lure of social mobility

Resistance and Accommodation—over 100 years two very different, and unequal civilizations, came into conflict over land possession and use—“US history” is basically the history of white settlements, and not of Native American responses—“the Indian problem”

After the Civil War, the “whites” ravaged the Native Americans using skills, attitudes and technology/transportation developed during the Civil War—made repeated treaties and broke them, a combination of private enterprise (farming families and railroads) and government military power—another version of colonialism and imperialism—Manifest [White] Destiny—psychotics like Sherman simply continued the war with the “scorched earth” policy as if it were total war and the goal was annihilation--Sherman's views on Indian matters were often strongly expressed. He regarded the railroads "as the most important element now in progress to facilitate the military interests of our Frontier."--in 1867, he wrote to Grant that "[w]e are not going to let a few thieving, ragged Indians check and stop the progress of [the railroads]."—in 1876, after the defeat of Custer, Sherman—by now the    Commanding General of the US Army, with headquarters in St. Louis--wrote that "[d]uring an assault, the soldiers can not pause to distinguish between male and female, or even discriminate as to age.”
Native Americans once included more than 500 distinct tribal entities with different languages, customs, myths and physical appearances—series of broken treaties over the next 50 years (“white man speak with forked tongue”)—were the savages “noble,” as Rousseau had claimed?

Treaty of Fort Laramie (1851)—10,000 Native Americans (Plains Indians) gathered to negotiate the treaty to allow passage of settlers through the lands if all other lands were untouched—but ravaging, diseases—like cholera, diphtheria, measles, smallpox and scarlet fever—between 1780-1870, the Native American population declined by 50%--settlers killed off the buffalo and small game and ravaged the lands, cutting timber and mining—created environmental disasters—

Grant developed “the reservation policy”—to segregate and control the Native Americans under the control of the US Bureau of Indian Affairs, which was originally created in 1775—periodic military actions as the Native Americans resisted the poverty and starvation and cultural humiliation of the reservation system--

Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute (1868)—founded by General Samuel Armstrong, who was interested in moral training and a practical, industrial education for southern blacks—in 1878, accepted its first native American students—government figured the young students would be removed from the “contamination” of tribal values—when some families resisted sending away their children, the military kidnapped them—at the school, the children went through “cultural readjustment,” with new clothes, haircuts and anglicized names—like the blacks, the government wanted students to become “willing workers”—

Carlisle Indian School (1879)—forced assimilation—Native American students were sent home with white students for the summer vacations—“To civilize the Indian, get him into civilization”

Second Treaty of Fort Laramie (1868)—guaranteed control of the Black Hills to the Native, and abandoned the Bozeman Trail—but gold was discovered in the Black Hills in 1874 and the prospectors poured in, more settlements were established and the Northern Pacific RR planned to lay track— the Black Hills were sacred to the Lakota Sioux and refused to sell tribal lands so in the summer, 1876, the army led a three-pronged attack but were beaten at Little Big Horn--compared to the defeat of the British at Islandhlwana in what is now south Africa by the Zulus—British wanted the natives to work for Boers in the diamond mines—eventually the Native Americans were forced on to reservations and the area was opened for exploitation

The massacre at the Little Big Horn in 1876 symbolized in many ways the conflicts on the frontier and the myths that developed about “the American West” and the (mostly) men who were prominent—according to Nathan Philbrick in The Last Stand (2010), Custer was a self-promoter: Although he graduated last in his class at West Point, Custer became famous as a cavalry officer at Gettysburg, whose charge (“Come on you Wolverines”) helped the North win—during the Civil War, he wore a black velvet uniform embroidered with gold lace and after the war, he created a white buckskin outfit when he started fighting the Native Americans on the Great Plains considered by some as a poor general, he won some battles with “Custer luck” and expected the 1876 campaign would be an easy one so that he could go back east for the 1876 Expo and a lecture tour and a possible run in politics—in the 1870s, the Black Hills were declared the land of the Lakota Sioux, led by sitting Bull, in the late 1860s but Custer found gold in the Black Hills and 15,000 white prospectors flooded the region—President Grant offered to buy the Black Hills from the Sioux but Sitting Bull refused the offer so Custer was ordered to drive out the tribe—Sitting Bull was ready to make peace but Custer provoked the battle—sitting Bull and his followers escaped into Canada and later returned to live on the Standing Rock reservation in South Dakota—Custer’s widow, Libby, started a speaking tour and Buffalo Bill Cody included a Little Big Horn re-enactment in his wild West Show with a call to avenge [image: image3.jpg]


Custer’s “glorious death”

The massacre at Little Big Horn provided another excuse to exterminate the Native Americans but there was some liberal opposition in the East among reformers who pressed for the breaking up of the reservations but many wanted to erode the sense of communalism—“Selfishness is at the bottom of civilization.” Sen. Henry Dawes of MA, who wanted to institute private property—

The debate over the “Custer Memorial” is an excellent example of historiography—
There was a time when every American child knew of “Custer’s Last Stand,” said Paul Hutton, a distinguished professor of history at the University of New Mexico and a Little Bighorn expert. 

For generations, Custer was portrayed as a dashing hero. But the advent of the American Indian Movement in the 1970s chipped away at Custer’s image and recast the narrative of the American West. 

Custer went from handsome martyr to loathed symbol of manifest destiny. In 1991, amid a push to more accurately portray the role of Indians at Little Bighorn, Congress passed a law stripping Custer’s name from the battlefield, and in 2003, a memorial to Indians who died there was dedicated. 

“Western history is so central to our understanding of the American past and the American character, and so long as everyone agreed on that story, it worked,” Dr. Hutton said. “But now, different groups are contesting for ownership of that story.” 
New York Times. December 19, 2010.
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/19/us/19custer.html?scp=1&sq=custer%20memorial&st=cse 

Dawes Severalty Act (1887)—tried to undermine tribal customs by offering individual plots of land—160 acres and each Native American who took one became a “citizen”—reduced allotments from 138 million acres to 48 million and the remainder was sold for profit—

In appropriating funds for education of the native Americans, Congress pronounced that “it is less expensive to educate Indians than to kill them”

The settlers exploited rivalries among the tribes, as they had done in the East 200 years before, to move the balance of power—

In the southwest, Geronimo and the Apaches practiced guerilla warfare but were eventually beaten down by General George Crook and forced on to the San Carlos Reservation in the Arizona Territory—after Geronimo escaped and raided on both sides of the border, Crook resigned and Gen. Nelson Miles and Lt. Leonard Wood captured Geronimo in 1886 and sent them as prisoners to Florida, where they died of heat, disease and suicide—Wood was a doctor who later led the Rough Riders at San Juan Hill, became the commander in the Philippines and eventually the Army chief of staff--

Wooded Knee (1890) massacre of the Sioux by the cavalry—

Roark noted that it took 250 years to take control of the eastern half of the US and less than 40 to take the western half—

The myth of the west is often found in movies and songs, which demonize the Native Americans and which glorify the efforts of the federal government—represented by the cavalry—to defend the expansion
Yellow Bandana by Faron Young  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k6ba8rN8sjg (2:30)
She Wore a Yellow Ribbon http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EsDfYhFD3o (3:32)

In all of “the Wests,” there were dramatic changes in social structure as enterprises developed from individual to corporate and people became employers or workers, and not the small independent farmers or miners

THE FARMING WEST—
Change in agriculture from small family farms, diverse plantings, to large, mechanized single-crop “bonanza farms” which produced wheat—required large capital investment, mechanization and a large, if temporary, labor force—development of rural class structure—the first export economy as European farms closed and countries like great Britain had to import food although farmers became part of a global economy when England developed wheat trade with Argentina

Better seeds, livestock and chemical fertilizers


Farm equipment created mortgage indebtedness (technology=social change)—40% increase in farm productivity between 1869-1899

a. [image: image4.jpg]


Cyrus McCormick patented the reaper in 1831 and opened a factory in Chicago in 1847. William Seward said that because of the reaper, “civilization moves westward 30 miles each year”-- The first reapers cut the standing grain and, with a revolving reel, swept it onto a platform from which it was raked off into piles by a man walking alongside. It could harvest more grain than five men using the earlier cradles. The next innovation, patented in 1858, was
 a self-raking reaper with an endless canvas belt that delivered the cut grain to two men who riding on the end of the platform, bundled it. Meanwhile, Cyrus McCormick had moved to Chicago, built a reaper factory, and founded what eventually became the International Harvester Company. In 1872 he produced a reaper which automatically bound the bundles with wire. In 1880, he came out with a binder which, using a magical knotting device (invented by John F. Appleby a Wisconsin pastor) bound the handles with twine.
b. John Deere—invented cast-steel plow in 1837—by 1855, his factory produced 10,000 plows and was called “The Plow that Broke the Plains”

c. First irrigation tried in Utah in 1847

d. Horse-drawn farm equipment, rather than man driven, increased productivity

e. 1865-1875—gang plows

f. Steam tractors first tried in 1868

g. Barbed wire patented in 1874

h. Twine bundlers


Fluctuation in farm prices, as part of global economy, were devastating

The second great land rush was 1879-1890—many European immigrants had to buy better lands from the railroads even though Homestead tracts of 160 acres (cf. 40 acres) were still available—precarious existence—“In God We Trusted, in Kansas we busted”—by 1870, 80% of the US population lived on farms and in villages of fewer than 8,000 inhabitants—70% married residents of the same area—at first, there were individual farmers, the nation of yeomen, but by 1900, agribusiness, and agricultural workers—both permanent and migrant, became the economic model—technology demanded capital and raised productivity and changed the social structure--

For thousands of years grain was harvested by hand with sickles. Changes were few and improvements gradual, such as the addition of cradles to sickles. But that all began to change in the early 1800s when Robert McCormick designed a grain reaper. This crude machine was made up of a reel and rotary saw that cut the grain and deposited it on an apron where it was conveyed onto the ground beside the machine. It became the starting point for the lifework of McCormick’s son, Cyrus.


With all the improvements that Cyrus McCormick and other competitors, such as Patrick Bell and Obed Hussey made, it was still hard work to harvest grain. A worker had to walk beside the reaper and rake the grain off the platform behind the sickle when enough had accumulated to form a small pile — called a gavel — which then had to be tied by hand into a bundle. This was usually done by women who walked behind the reaper and tied the gavels with wire. The reaper’s ability to actually bind the grain into a bundle took many years. In fact, as late as the mid-1860s, men would sit or stand on the reaper where they would gather the grain and hand bind it with wire. The reaper required three men — two to bind the grain and one to swear at the horses.

It wasn’t until 1872 that the first reaper (also called a binder at this point in history) using a knotter device was invented by Charles Withington. In 1874, McCormick purchased the rights from Withington to mass produce this reaper. Its design was highly ingenious for its time. Two steel arms caught each bundle of grain, whirled a wire around it, fastened the ends of that wire with a twist, then cut the bundle loose and dropped it to the ground.

But the reaper harbored a fatal defect with its use of wire. It fell into straw and killed cattle. It became mixed with wheat and sparks burned several flour mills down. It lacerated fingers of handlers. In response to this problem, John Appleby devised a knotter device that used twine rather than wire. Shortly after, William Deering & Company reached an agreement in 1879 to commercially produce a reaper using the Appleby knotter. The reaper went into full production in 1880. Not long after, Cyrus McCormick’s company also began production of this reaper using the Appleby knotter. The reaper and knotter device speeded up harvest and eliminated all workers except the driver and horses. It served as the catalyst to develop even better equipment to harvest grain, and eventually hay.
       The first harvester company to build a mill to manufacture binder twine (that’s what it was called then), was William Deering & Company, in 1886. Within the next few years, nearly all harvester companies found it necessary to build twine mills because the future of the new twine binder depended largely on their ability to supply purchasers with sufficient quantities of twine at a reasonable price. In those early years a manila fiber was used extensively. Other manufacturing companies who operated twine mills were McCormick, D.M. Osborne and Aultman-Miller. By 1902 many of those companies had merged under the name International Harvester Company. McCormick, Deering and Osborne were part of the original merger that formed International Harvester Company. All three continued to produce huge amounts of twine into the early 1920s. At this same time International Harvester Company also operated four other U.S. plants, a Canadian plant and three European plants for the sole purpose of twine production.

Led to an enormous increase in farmworker productivity. Roark claims that by 1880, a single combine could do the work of 20 men, increasing the acreage a farmer (or agribusinessman) could manage. 
California was also developed—began irrigation, with Chinese laborers—introduction of refrigerated railroad cars in the 1880s changed California agriculture—
Tenant farming—displaced small owners

A historical controversy over the use of land in the west—while small cattle ranchers needed free range, settlers and homesteaders began to fence in land, as we see in Shane—WBA shows Las Gorras Blancas (the White Caps) who had about 1,500 members and in 1889 burned fences and cut barbed wire and opposed the building of railroads in the name of “the people”—even joined as assembly of the Knights of Labor—in Texas, neighborhood bands fought for unrestricted access to grass and water----“Land to the cultivators”—cut fences—Sam Bass became legendary as “the Robin Hood of Cross Timbers,” for stealing from the railroads, like Jesse James 

Henry Miller and Charles Lux—developed a new economic model for capitalist development of the west, mixing agriculture and industrialism—by 1870, they owned 300,000 acres in the San Joaquin Valley, more than ½ derived from former Mexican land grants—industrial-sized wheat farming—added 1.25 million acres of ranchland to graze a herd of 100,000 cattle in three states—employed more than 1,200 migrant workers—controlled water rights as well as land—resembled the eastern corporations by creating factories in the fields:

· Corporate consolidation

· Ownership of raw materials and resources

· Schemes to minimize labor costs

· Efforts to stabilize the workforce—gave free meals to migrant workers—the Chinese cooks refused to wash the dishes so the migrants were forced to eat after the regular ranch hands, creating the ‘Dirty Plate Route”

The displacement of small farmers, and the consolidation of these enterprises, led to the Populist Movement on the plains—like the early guilds, the men were looking backward, hoping to revive an economic way of life that was gone forever—the anger and nostalgia were like the early unions—also the issue of whom to blame: a lot of good anti-capitalist activity, and co-operative movements like the Grange, but also a lot of racism and nativism

THE MINING WEST—after the gold rush, other metals were discovered in mountain states—timber interest also began that controversy over commercial exploitation of “public” lands—new settlements like Nevada City and expensive technology changed the nature of the mining industry from individual prospectors to large corporations—smelters were constructed for lead—administered by territorial governments before achieving statehood—attraction for immigrants but towns relied upon a single industry, or mining substance, so any depression in the market was catastrophic—workers had, by definition, no resources to fall back on, as older farmer-workers did--
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The Comstock Lode (1859) the richest silver lode on the continent attracted dozens of different nationalities and ethnic groups—huge internal and external migrations—Irish, Chinese, Mexicans, English, Scots, Welsh, Canadians, Italians, Scandinavians, French, Swiss, Chileans and other south and central Americans, Poles, Russians, etc—made Virginia City, Nevada, the most “cosmopolitan” city on the continent—1/3 from Ireland—the second strike, the Big Bonanza, became an illustration of new technology, using hydraulic mining that required capital investments—huge stamping mills, steam engines, underground tunnels—dangerous work, with collapses and carbon dioxide—
Goldfard and Cyran. “An Untapped Mine.” Reuters. April 17, 2011. “The Comstock Lode was the Silicon Valley of its day. The market value of companies excavating its wealth was about $40 million by 1865, about half the value of the real estate and personal property in San Francisco at the time. That would equate to about $60 billion in today’s economy. The system that sprang up around the mines included engineers developing new technologies to extract silver from stone. Hundreds of companies were formed. A few captured nearly all the spoils. 

The crash of the Comstock Lode in the early 1870s led to unemployment in San Francisco, an increase of homeless workers and a growth of anti-immigrant, especially anti-Chinese, feelings

Just as today, the combination of uncertain ownership and tremendous lucre invited controversy. The mining company Gould & Curry, for example, attracted 15 lawsuits in one year. Such legal claims consumed an estimated 20 percent of the revenue generated by the Comstock Lode in its early years of operation.” 
See the movie Pale Rider, which shows conflicts between independent prospectors and corporate mining
The class structure, forced by technology, developed and gave rise to the Western Federation of Miners in 1893—a sense of a permanent working class in an industry that Roark claims was as much “urban industrialism” as any big city—Melvin Dubofsky, the noted labor historian, notes that radicalism grew on the frontier more than in more settled areas—workers were open to new ideas and new forms of organization
For many ores, the companies built smelters at the mine head as part of a horizontal trust, creating need for more workers--

Roark provides an excellent description of the mining towns, very different from the popular caricatures, as does Haywood—only one of four residents was a miner, the rest were retailers, with churches, schools and even theaters--
Mining was a hazardous occupation—every year, 1 out of every 30 hard rock miners was disabled and one out of 80 was killed

Discovery of gold in Black Hills (1874) led to more settlements—miners moved in and the  Northern Pacific Railroad made plans to lay track--the Black Hills were sacred to the Lakota Sioux who refused to sell tribal lands, so the US Army, led by Custer, forced them on to reservations—interesting comparison in Roark to British efforts against the Zulus—the attacks on the native Americans by Custer, General George Crook and Colonel John Gibbon led to the attack at the Little Big Horn—Crazy Horse refused to sign any of the treaties—
THE LUMBERMANS WEST—development of the railroads created demand for ties, so the timber industry developed and stimulated, in turn, the expansion of the railroads—used migrant workers in the lumber camps later organized by the IWW—“the timber stiffs”—“timber barons” moved the camps from Michigan, where the lumber was used for wooden auto wheels in the late 1800s—Paul Bunyan was the mythical figure—he and Babe the Blue Ox dug the Grand Canyon, when he dragged his axe, and built Mount Hood by piling rocks up

THE CATTLEMEN’S WEST—settled areas of the Great Plains which farmers avoided because of the lack of rain—commercial cattle raising was another example of specialization and mass production, compared to family farms—once again, large amounts of capital were needed—cattle were produced for sale, not for family consumption, and economies of scale led to conflicts over land ownership and usage--conflicts with the “sodbusters” over land use and ownership depicted in Shane

By 1880, the first phase ended and ranches were established, with fences (see barbed wire) and Great Plains were domesticated—the ownership of land was often a monopoly, with associated commercial ventures (banks, stockyards, stores) and the commercial conflicts were often violent—The Lincoln County War (1876) made Billy The Kid famous


Cowboys became the workers on the ranches—often were displaced ranchers, often Latinos-- mixed-race workforce, just as the early prospectors became miners as technology and capital changed the industry--

Dependent on the railroads

Migratory workers—often cowboys or vaqueros, displaced by large commercial feed lots at the railheads—cowboys were skilled tradesmen, deskilled by the growth of “factory ranches”—Roark calls them “industrial cowboys,” 

[image: image6.jpg]




The west as a culture and caricature—Bill Cody toured for more than 20 years In December 1872 “Buffalo Bill” Cody traveled to Chicago to make his stage debut with friend Texas Jack Omohundro in The Scouts of the Prairie, one of the original Wild West shows produced by Ned Buntline. During the 1873-74 season, Cody and Omohundro invited their friend James Butler "Wild Bill" Hickok to join them in a new play called Scouts of the Plains. 

The troupe toured for ten years and his part typically included an 1876 incident at the Warbonnet Creek where he claimed to have scalped a Cheyenne warrior, purportedly in revenge for the death of George Armstrong Custer. 


It was the age of great showmen and traveling entertainers. Cody put together a new traveling show based on both of those forms of entertainment. In 1883 in the area of North Platte, Nebraska he founded "Buffalo Bill's Wild West," (despite popular misconception, the word "show" was not a part of the title) a circus-like attraction that toured annually. 


In 1893 the title was changed to "Buffalo Bill's Wild West and Congress of Rough Riders of the World." The show began with a parade on horseback, with participants from horse-culture groups that included US and other military, American Indians, and performers from all over the world in their best attire. There were Turks, Gauchos, Arabs, Mongols and Georgians, among others, each showing their own distinctive horses and colorful costumes. Visitors to this spectacle could see main events, feats of skill, staged races, and sideshows. Many authentic western personalities were part of the show. For example Sitting Bull and a band of twenty braves appeared. Cody's headline performers were well known in their own right as Annie Oakley and her husband, Frank Butler, put on shooting exhibitions along with the likes of Gabriel Dumont. Buffalo Bill and his performers would re-enact the riding of the Pony Express, Indian attacks on wagon trains, and stagecoach robberies. The show typically ended with a melodramatic re-enactment of Custer's Last Stand in which Cody himself portrayed General Custer. 

Who was a greater western hero: Wild Bill Hickok or Big Bill Haywood? “I remember hearing him [Bill Haywood] say ‘I’m a two-gun man of the west, you know,’ and while the audience waited breathlessly, he pulled his union card from one pocket and his Socialist card from the other.” (The Rebel Girl, p. 73)
THE RAILROAD WEST

Railroads were America’s first “big business,” a national business with large numbers of workers, huge capital investment, linking markets across the country and determining new towns (railheads) and patterns of settlement—
See map on p. 437 and mileage chart on p. 438
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1869—Promontary Point, UT—the driving of the golden spike to signify the completion of the first transcontinental railroad, even though the new line only connected Omaha, NE with Sacramento, CA—started in 1862 when Congress passed The Pacific Railroad Acts, with 30-year bonds and grants of land for right-of-ways—the Central Pacific started in Sacramento, CA under the encouragement of CA governor Leland Stanford, who drove the golden spike, and built east while the Union Pacific started at Council Bluffs, IA/Omaha, NE, where it laid its first rails in 1862—the railroad was a huge engineering and technical effort, much larger than the building of the canals but with many of the same characteristics: heavy capital investment and a need for a large unskilled workforce best filled by immigrants—drove out the stagecoach industry and diverted traffic from many of the famous trails as farmers and mine owners could now ship faster and cheaper by rail—telegraph lines were strung along the right of way—in late 1869, the line was extended to Oakland, CA—by 1880, the Union Pacific extended to Kansas City

Railroads created other new industries, like steel and telegraph

Roark uses Jay Gould as the example of the new financial capitalist, who knew nothing about the production at companies he owned but was involved in the raising of capital and financial manipulation—called “a notorious speculator” who expanded into a national presence and forced competitors to do the same

Huge need for workers—the Pennsylvania Railroad had 55,000 workers, the largest private company in the world--

Immigrant laborers—Irish and Chinese—the Central Pacific brought in thousands of Chinese laborers, called “celestials” because China was known as “the Celestial Kingdom”---invented nitroglycerine to build tunnels—the Union Pacific hired Irish immigrants, many of them Union army veterans—Brigham Young wanted the railroad to support emigration and development around Ogden and Salt Lake City so he took a labor contract and recruited Mormon workers for the section of track in UT--
My Antonia and Son of the Middle Border—the development of “frontier” literature even though the central figures leave the frontier
Corporate welfare—the federal government subsidized the railroads with land grants of 100 million acres and $64 million in tax incentives—eventually the railroads got 180 million acres of land, larger than the state of Texas—see map on 428
Railroads were despised by almost everyone—play Shotgun Slade

DIVERSITY IN THE WEST—both internal and external immigrants—one historian claims there were eight oppressed “races” in the west

1. Native Americans

2. Latinos—had lived in the area for centuries on land grants and faced prejudice—especially from the Texas Rangers

3. Chinese—suffered brutal treatment—hired originally to build the railroads from the west—denied access to citizenship—became the most visible scapegoats for the Panic of 1873, leading to The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882—Denis Kearney called them “moon-eyed lepers”--

4. Japanese—worked in agriculture

5. Blacks—formed black communities, like Nicodemas, Kansas, founded by freed slaves from Kentucky, in 1877—the “buffalo soldiers,” called by the Native Americans because black hair resembled the buffalo, or because one soldier named John Randall "who had fought like a cornered buffalo; who like a buffalo had suffered wound after wound, yet had not died; and who like a buffalo had a thick and shaggy mane of hair" when attacked by Cheyenne Indians in 1867--[reached 25,000 after 1866 and many settled in the west—historically, one oppressed minority group (the freed slaves) becomes the military force to oppress another (the Native Americans)—
a. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WbcxZM32ZrQ(6:16)–excellent history of the Buffalo soldiers

b. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5FCdx7Dn0o Bob Marley

6. Mormons—believed they had a divine right to the land—practiced polygamy and were led by Joseph Smith from 1830-1844, and then Brigham Young (with his 27 wives) led 20,000 followers over the mountains to settle in Utah territory—(compare to Jacob Zuma today—“Critics say Zuma, a Zulu traditionalist who practices polygamy and currently has three wives and 20 children including the baby he fathered with another woman).

7. Strikers and

8. Radicals—WFM and IWW

TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT—territorial governors served until statehood was granted—political cronyism—government became an extension of the mine owners and railroads—

1868—Wyoming
1872—Colorado

1882—Nebraska

1889—North and South Dakota

IMMIGRATION—between 1820-1880, 15 million immigrants came to the US--the period after the Civil War was a period of increased immigration for a variety of reasons:

1. Labor supply—the huge industrial and transportation expansion

2. Political refugees

3. “Street paved with gold”

1875—The Immigration Act of 1875 was the first immigration law that excluded groups of people from the United States—and women were part of that exclusion. Commonly referred to as the Asian Exclusion Act, this legislation prohibited the importation of Chinese laborers who did not voluntarily consent to come to work in America and Chinese women for the purposes of prostitution: “Sec. 3. That the importation into the United States of women for the purposes of prostitution is hereby forbidden.”
Chinese Exclusion act of 1882

June 17, 1885—the Statute of Liberty was erected on Bedloes Island in New York harbor—came from France in 350 pieces and symbolized “the land of opportunity”—a gift from France originally set for the 1876 Exposition but long delayed due to design, construction and financial issues
1893—Immigration Restriction Law

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-3eni-e956o (1:29)—a History Channel production Frontier 1866-1900, Homesteaders, Cowboys, Buffalo Soldiers
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